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The Enhancement Agreement (EA) is designed to enhance the educational success of the 

Indigenous students. It is a working agreement between the District, all local Indigenous 

communities, and the Ministry of Education.  
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Vision Statement 

Recognize and nurture the strengths of every student, so they reach their full 

potential and contribute to the well-being of their families and communities 

 

Mission Statement  

Our schools are places of student-focused holistic learning  

                       

 

 

 

Drumming at Sk’il’ Mountain Community School   
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding the student outcomes as 

they relate to the four goals listed in the second Enhancement Agreement (EA) signed June 

17, 2013.  The goal of the EA is to improve the levels of achievement for Indigenous 

students. The report is organized to review the goals, read the rationales, see samples of 

activity and review the available data.  There are testimonials from First Peoples Education 

Council Co-Chairs in regards to the school district and the four goals.  

Gold Trail represents the communities of Ashcroft, Cache Creek, Clinton, Gold Bridge, 

Lillooet, Lytton, Shalalth/Seton Portage and Spences Bridge. The district has a student 

population of 1145, 56% are of Indigenous ancestry. These students belong to nineteen 

Indigenous communities within the St’àt’imc, Nlaka’pamux, and Secwepemc territories, as 

well as Métis, and other students of Indigenous ancestry.  

Looking ahead, implementing the new curriculum in regards to Indigenous content, the 

district will continue to effectively support students and teachers in integrating Indigenous 

knowledge across the curriculum. The Enhancement Agreement provides a framework for 

designing supports for all students. This report demonstrates many successes that have 

happened over year three to support the goals of the Enhancement Agreement. 

 

 

 Aboriginal Day at Desert Sands Community School 
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FIRST PEOPLES EDUCATION COUNCIL 

The Enhancement Agreement represents a commitment between the 

school district and the nineteen communities in the three nations it 

represents. The First Peoples Education Council (FPEC) is dedicated 

to success for Indigenous learners in School District 74 (Gold Trail). 

The purpose of FPEC is to improve the life choices, opportunities for 

success and overall achievement of Indigenous learners.   

 

Co-Chairs:  

Secwepmec Representation: Keith Zabotel  St’àt’imc Representation: Sarah Moberg 

   Nlaka’pamux Representation: Angie Thorne  

Board of Education Representation:  

Larry Casper  Carmen Ranta  

Community  FPEC 
Representative  

Community  FPEC 
Representative  
 

Ashcroft Band Terry Barnett nKAwmen Jeff Munroe 
Oregon Jack Josie Frost Stuxwtews Keith Zabotel 
Xwisten  Brenda Frank  Tsal’alh Rose Joseph 
Canoe Creek Band Darlene Louie Skuppah Band Melissa Michel

  
Sek’wel’was Denise Bob Skeetchestn Band Terry Denault 
T’it’q’et Sarah Moberg nKemchEEn Angie Thorne  
LlenlLeny’ten  Tanya Plante Ts’kw’aylaxw Cliff Alec 
nTLAKLTLa  Pelltqit  Sandy LeBourdais 
TLDemchEEn Gladys Grenier

  
Xaxl’ip   Shonna Jacob 

Siska  Clark Wesley   
 

*Note: This information reflects the current information for 2016/2017 year.  
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Sharing our Successes in Year Three 

ACADEMIC GOAL 

The Academic goal is to continue to improve the literacy, numeracy, and graduation rates 

of Indigenous students.  

Rationale:  The Academic Goal is carried over from the first Enhancement 

Agreement. Community feedback indicates that academic success is an important 

consideration for Indigenous students, to prepare them for life beyond grade 12. 

Data shows that while Indigenous students are making progress in many areas, 

there is still work to be done to ensure they are meeting the Provincial standards. 

 

Mural at Cache Creek Elementary 

Stories of Success 

Cache Creek Elementary  

In 2015/2016, Cache Creek Elementary School had a dynamic and collaborative team 
focused on working together to meet the four goals of the Aboriginal Enhancement 
Agreement. Staff met in the fall for a collaborative session and brainstormed ways to 
support cultural, belonging, academic and healthy living goals into the learning goals that 
were already forming within classrooms. Each teacher was released for an hour and met 
with the school Principal and Aboriginal Student Support workers (ASSW), in a 
collaborative planning session which focused on the meaningful integration of Indigenous 
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content, culture and experiences. Each teacher brought plans and ideas on where they were 
taking their learners, and staff worked as a team to brainstorm purposeful connections to 
Indigenous ways of knowing. This process has been incredibly valuable in aligning learning 
goals to the Enhancement Agreement and providing rich experiences in Indigenous 
education for all learners. 
 
A primary classroom focused the learning in social studies around identity and community, 
and this provided an excellent jumping off point to explore local roots and ancestry. In 
collaboration with ASSWs and local community resource people and Elders, the class 
embarked on a pictograph project that looked at how pictographs represent identity, 
community and history. Students were excited to travel to Oregon Jack with a local Elder 
and visit the pictographs, and were keen to learn in this hands-on way. 
 
Another highlight was a project launched in the 6/7 classroom within Career Education. 
The learning focused on employment opportunities and allowed students exploration time 
to look at potential career paths and future directions. This project was linked closely to the 
SD74 Role Models posters, and connected students to local role models in a variety of 
career areas to share their stories of success and challenges. Students engaged with many 
local people as classroom guests, and had the opportunity to build connections with them 
and understand the variety of career opportunities available locally.  
 
Intermediate students learning about Ancient Civilizations explored historical local culture 
and people in the local area. This academic focus on ancient civilizations and archaeology 
was supported by ASSWs and local resource people, and provided learners with 
experiential, hands-on learning. The class participated in a “dig” with authentic artifacts 
that speak to local archaeology, and worked collaboratively to make inferences and 
connections to the land and the people of the Secwepemc nation.    
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Graduation Class 2016 at Kumsheen Secondary School  

Kumsheen Secondary School  

Measuring success for our grads is not only to see them through to graduation, but what 

they plan to do with their lives after high school.  Fortunately, through strong relationships 

with our students, we are able to keep in touch with our past graduates and see how they 

are exploring and creating their own successes in the world. 

In June of 2016 Kumsheen Secondary had seven graduates cross the stage, six of which are 

of Indigenous ancestry.  Two of these students are currently attending their first year at 

Simon Fraser University, with one in Political Sciences and the other in Film and Acting 

Studies.   

Going straight into university right out of high school is not for everyone, so two students 

used the year to explore what it is they wanted to do in their future.  One of these students 

spent the year working on the family farm and has now applied to studies at Thompson 

Rivers University.  Another worked in a local daycare and has now been accepted into the 

Thompson Rivers University meat-cutting program starting in September 2017, along with 

her brother who is a graduate this year.   

We continue to wish them all the best for their future. 
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CULTURAL GOAL 

The Cultural goal is to continue to increase participation and success in Indigenous 

Language programs and cultural activities, and increase all students’ awareness of 

Indigenous cultural and traditional knowledge.   

Rationale:  The Cultural goal is carried over from the first Enhancement Agreement. 

It reflects the view that Indigenous students benefit from the learning environment 

which includes teachings based on their traditional culture which shows the 

importance of these traditions. The goal also reflects, that while much has been done 

in District schools in this area, more could be done to make Indigenous culture a 

visible presence with schools and the curriculum.  

 

Stories of Success 

David Stoddart School 

The Secwepemc People Bulletin Board project 

As part of a Social Studies unit on various cultures in the world, the Grade 2 – 4 class at 

David Stoddart School studied the local Secwepemc culture.  Each day, the students tackled 

another aspect of the culture, such as family life, food, shelter, government, etc.  The end 

project was a bulletin board display of a Secwepemc village.  This display was set up as a 

labeled diagram with both English and Secwepemc words identifying what the students felt 

were the most important features of the Secwepemc culture. 

.   

Secwepmec village at David Stoddart School  
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Moccasin making at George M. Murray Elementary  

 

George M. Murray Elementary  

The students at GMME have prepared deer and moose hides on numerous occasions.  The 

students learned how the leather they had produced could be used in a functional way.  

During family tea students, with the help of family and staff, designed and cut out a 
moccasin pattern. The next step was to hand stitch a pair of moccasins.  

Although not every pair turned out the first time, it was a valuable learning experience. 
Students realized how much work it was, and how careful they had to be, to produce a 
finished product. 
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Cayoosh Elementary School  

 

Mr. Blakey’s Grade 6 class went on a tour of the S7istken at T’it’q’et to learn about the 

survival of the St’àt’imc since time immemorial.  The students explored what would be 

necessary for survival after a natural disaster.  They had the opportunity to be inside the 

S7istken and learn where families would sleep and store 

food for immediate use, so that they could limit their 

exposure to harsh winter conditions outside. They learned 

that caches of food would be stored outside the S7isken 

(Tsipun) which acted like a root cellar. The students were 

taught about the importance of the fire in the middle of 

the S7istken and how important it was that the fire was 

kept lit in order to provide heat, light and a means of 

cooking.  Students learned how the family unit was an 

integral part of life in the S7istken. The S7istken often 

housed intergenerational families, with the homes 

sectioned off for family units and activities. They learned 

that time was spent working on traditional practices 

necessary for survival, for example; net making, basket making, making clothing, 

traditional tools, and preparing food. Gathering and harvesting was carried out throughout 

the season to ensure food and materials were available to prepare for the winter. Major 

forms of teachings included various forms of oral storytelling to keep the St’àt’imc history 

alive.  This field trip provided a valuable insight into the traditional winter lifestyle of the 

St’àt’imc people. Students gained a greater understanding that survival is dependent on 

preparedness.                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cayoosh Elementary field trip to T’it’q’et 
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BELONGING GOAL 

The Belonging goal is to improve a sense of belonging for Indigenous students throughout 

the school environment. 

Rationale:  The Belonging goal was 

developed after feedback from 

community meetings indicated the 

importance of a sense of belonging in 

nurturing students’ sense of self-worth. It 

reflects the philosophy of the ‘Circle of 

Courage’ developed by Martin Brokenleg, 

that “communities of belonging” are 

significant in Indigenous culture, and that 

it is the entire community, not just family, which must nourish the next generation.  

Stories of Success 

Sk’il’ Mountain Community School                                                                                                                                                                                    

Mike James spent a week teaching the staff and students many traditional ways of thinking.  

Mike shared his story and teachings on 
traditional spirituality. He explained how he 
chose each of the items he collected for his pouch 
and what they represented. Students enjoyed the 
opportunity to learn about their cultural history, 
beliefs and the purpose of smudging.  

Mike shared cultural stories on topics such as 
self-esteem, anti-bullying, and counselling as 
career choices. He used traditional teachings on 
cultural identity and therapeutic counselling to 
help students understand that they have many 
choices they can make when experiencing times, they may find personally challenging. After 
engaging everyone in an opening ceremony and smudging, students were divided up into 
teams and the games began.  

The students looked forward to playing traditional games, both indoors and outdoors. They 
had the opportunity to physically challenge themselves, and each other, through the games 
such as: the stick game, the giant earth ball, medicine ball and basketball.  

At Sk’il’ Mountain Community School, teachers incorporate language and cultural teachings 
within the teachings of other subjects.  In art, intermediate students drew pictures of 
Súxwem after having had a lesson on the traditional uses of the plant. Secondary students 
learned how to make pine needle baskets after collecting pine needles.                                                                                             
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Kumsheen Secondary School      

 Freda Loring teaches nla.KapmuchEEn to students at Kumsheen Secondary School. She 

covers themes on family, plants, numbers and other topics. The students would learn 

words such as grandmother, grandfather, mother, father, sister, brother, auntie, uncle and 

friend. Students would create their own story and incorporate their family words into it, 

using pictures, cartoons, and illustrations. In the plant unit, students walk out to the field 

and identify traditional plants using a plant treasure hunt, where they have to identify eight 

plants. During the number unit, all the grade 8/9 students learn the numbers from 1- 25 

using number games. 

As a project the students use traditional resources to make a gift for a family member. Local 

history is shared to enhance the units being taught. Local traditional videos, pictures, story 

tellers are resources used to share knowledge in nla.kapmuchEEn. 

Lillooet Secondary School  

The students in the Psychology class did a unit on identity and belonging and were asked to 

take all of the information they learned about development in psychology and explore how 

someone’s identity could be stripped away in reference to gangs, child soldiers, and 

residential school. 

Speakers were brought in to discuss these issues.  Jeannette Mountain, Ed Mountain and 

Monica Joseph spoke about their experiences in residential school and how it affected 

them.  RCMP Cpl. Angela Kermer, coordinator of B.C.'s Aboriginal gang awareness program 

also came to the class to speak about how gangs act and recruit. Sarah Chandler, who does 

work with the United Way, gave a great deal of information on child soldiers.  

The students had to take their knowledge of developmental theories that were previously 

learned in class and apply this knowledge to the information they learned from the guest 

speakers.  Some of these theories were based on the work of Maslow, Piaget, Kholberg and 

Erikson as well as Nature vs. Nurture and brain development.  The objective of this unit 

was to allow students to apply their knowledge of situations and see what the 

psychological impact is on a person who experiences the stripping of identity.  

One student summed up the learning experience, “All around I learned a lot about these 

three topics, although they were really dark and sad to hear about.  I think it is really 

important for students to hear about things like this so it opens their eyes more and lets 

them know more about what is going on in other parts of the world.  I believe that it takes 

just one person to make a big difference in the world and by sharing things like this with 

students you might find the right person to make a big impact.” 
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HEALTHY LIVING GOAL 

The Healthy Living goal is to encourage a healthy, active lifestyle based on Indigenous 

values.  

Rationale:  The Healthy Living goal was developed after feedback from community 

meetings indicated that the health, physical, mental, spiritual and emotional well-

being of students was a key concern. Active children lead healthier lives and schools 

play a major role in modeling healthy alternatives and providing support.  

 
Stories of Success 
 
Desert Sands Community School  
 
At the end of the first year at Desert Sands Community school, there was a celebration to 

honor a new beginning for the school while also honoring the end of the educational work 

of Mary Antoine, the school’s long-time ASSW.  Ms. Antoine, Mrs. Schalles, and a hardy 

group of students planned and dug, and dug some more – and some more – until finally, 

two pits that would be able to hold enough food for 260 people were ready.  In went the 

rocks; the fires were lit; the local harvest of a variety of meats and vegetables was laid in 

the land and covered with layers of grasses.  When everyone came back to school the next 

day, lunch was ready and enjoyed by all. The experience was enjoyed by students, staff and 

community through this activity:  the respect for the bounty of the land; the awareness of 

the healthy food being prepared; the importance of celebrating and honoring the time 

together, and the appreciation for sharing food together as a learning community  

 

 
Pit cook on Aboriginal Day at Desert Sands Community School 
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Lytton Elementary School  

Elementary Schools from across the district 

came to Kumsheen Secondary School in 

Lytton to participate in a District Basketball 

Tournament.  The emphasis of the day was 

on team play, sportsmanship, physical 

activity, and school spirit, healthy 

competition and fun!  Teams from Desert 

Sands Community School, Cayoosh 

Elementary, George Murray Elementary, 

Cache Creek Elementary, and Lytton 

Elementary all participated.   
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Initiatives by the District 

Role Model Posters  

A series of role model posters were developed by the district and distributed to the schools. 

There is representation from all three nations. The role models shared some of their 

history, their challenges and ways they overcame the hurdles to succeed in their chosen 

fields.  Additional posters will be added to the series yearly and will include community 

members, Elders and youth.  
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District Lahal Tournament 

On June 3, 2016 T’it’q’et hosted the districts 

first Lahal tournament. Eight teams from 

Grades 4- 7 participated from Desert Sands 

Community School, Cayoosh Elementary, 

George M. Murray Elementary, Lytton 

Elementary and David Stoddart School. Each 

student received a prize for participating in 

this highly competitive tournament. Staff also 

learned from the students as they had been 

practicing for weeks prior to the tournament.  
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Round Table Discussions 

The District Principal of Aboriginal 

Education worked in partnership with the 

Career and Transitions Coordinator to 

organize and facilitate round table 

discussions in each nation. During a round 

table, students meet mentors from each 

nation with careers in various professions. 

These small group discussions give more 

opportunity for sharing experiences and gain 

a better understanding of what is required to 

be successful in that field. Community 

members attended and shared their 

experiences. The mentors included, a 

carpenter, a heavy duty mechanic, a nurse, a web designer, a business owner, Chief of 

St’àt’imc Tribal Police, community Chiefs and a health manager.  This work supports the 

academic goal of the Enhancement Agreement (EA), as transitions into post-secondary are 

essential to the success of Indigenous students.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/753541384713274/photos/a.769350436465702.1073741828.753541384713274/1096081643792578/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/753541384713274/photos/a.769350436465702.1073741828.753541384713274/1069716673095742/?type=3
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Culture Camps     

The district’s first Culture Camp of the year was held n September 28, 2015 in the 

Nlaka’pamux Nation hosted by Cooks Ferry. The district office was closed on this day to 

support all office staff participating in the camp.  District staff heard presentations from the 

community on the historical slide that hit the community in 1905; Eshknem Resource 

Management and Verna Miller presented her thesis, The Braided Theory. There was a 

display of baskets for staff to see and were able to hear the history of where and when they 

were made.    

The district’s second Culture Camp of the year was held on October 23, 2015 in the 

St’àt’imc Nation hosted by Sek’wel’was. Twenty-eight district staff participated in cedar 

rose making, drum making and listening to oral history. The afternoon was spent touring 

Split Rock and participating in activities such as a plant and insect scavenger hunt and a 

bean bag toss identifying stages of the sockeye.  

 

dddDis ttDis tric  
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Data  

The following three charts are measuring tools to demonstrate the Foundations 

Skills Assessment (FSA) results in numeracy, reading and writing for Grades 4 and 7. 

The categories include all students, Indigenous and non-Indigenous students. The 

charts refer to Provincial meeting and exceeding expectations and demonstrate 

areas of growth and areas of continued focus.   

The 2015-2016 Ministry of Education completion data indicates a decrease of 7% for 

Indigenous students. The female completion rates maintained at 97% where the 

males decrease by 3%. Gold Trail’s data reflects a deeper analysis of the data, which 

is explained in each of the charts.  

The District’s Assessment committee created a Kindergarten to Grade 12 Reading 

Continuum to utilize a formative tool to assess students authentically.  
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Cooks Ferry Arbor 
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Plans for year Four (2016/2017)  

 Three cultural camps hosted in each nation 

o Lytton First Nations  

o Bonaparte  

o T’it’q’et   

 Culture camp for students planned by leadership groups 

 Indigenous Leadership groups in each school 

 Collaboration opportunities to enhance curriculum through integration of local 

language and culture 

 Provide professional development with staff on the impact of residential schools 

and colonization 

 Expand the displays of local culture in the classrooms  

 District wide professional development on Principals of Learning 

 Environmental camp for students at Sky Blue Resort   

 

 

 

Kumsheen Graduation class 2016 
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Secwepmec Culture Camp at Loon Lake 
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Testimonial:  

Since joining the First Peoples Education Council 2013, and recently being elected chair for 

our area, I recognize the great strides that have been taken and how the goals set out will 

continue support our students in their success.  There have been several areas of 

improvement as they relate to the four goals set out in the Enhancement Agreement. Since 

a study that was done back in the 80’s, academic numbers for our Indigenous students 

continue to climb, this is a clear indicator that we are headed in the right direction in 

student success.  Today more than ever have I seen the increase in cultural activities and 

the use and practice of our own language which make the cultural goal and the belonging 

goal intertwined.  I believe the third goal of belonging is related because you must know 

who you are, and where you fit in to have a sense of belonging. In collaboration with the 

other goals the last goal of healthy living fits perfectly in the realm.  This goal allows 

students the opportunity to learn hands on the different foods, herbs and medicines of our 

people and will continue to encourage a healthy life style.   

It has taken a lot of hard work to get to where we are today and much more is needed in 

the future. I am honored to have this opportunity to work with FPEC and the local schools 

to continue the commitment of the goals that was set out for our students.  

Sarah Moberg 

First Peoples Education Council 

Co-Chair  

T’it’q’et Councilor 
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Enhancement Agreement Testimony:  

As Co-Chair of the First Peoples Education Council (FPEC), I have seen a tremendous 
amount of growth in the education system in Sd74 (Gold Trail). We now have three co-
chairs representing the three nations Secwepmec, Statimc and Nlaka’pamux, this gives each 
nation an opportunity to chair meetings and provide expertise and knowledge of the local 
area. 

Culturally, we have moved leaps and bounds as First Nations communities, Tribal Councils 
and other ethnic groups. We have shared cultures and traditions both in the schools, 
communities and on the land. The relationships we have created, the trust we have gained 
and the knowledge we have shared has spewed out into the communities and now when 
you see a face within the community, whether it be a child or adult, we know we have 
shared something. 

Educationally, Sd74 (Gold Trail), First Nations communities, Métis, communities, schools, 
the Board and FPEC continue to work closer together as we strive to improve the 
educational system for all students. The schools are seeing more parents, grandparents, 
Elders and community members within the schools which bring with it pride, ownership 
and a sense of community.   

When I attend workshops and conferences outside the district I kind of boast or brag about 
the activities our staff, schools and district personnel have accomplished. This is a true 
testament of the hard work and commitment everyone has done to date. 

Kukstemc 
Keith Zabotel 
Co-Chair FPEC  

 Loon Lake 
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